The Research Process

	1.Select a General Topic
	Pick something that interests you.

	2. List Key Words
	Good key words are the important words or short phrases that specifically describe your topic and closely related topics. They are not long sentences.

	3. Acquire An Overview
	Acquire a general understanding of the subject by reading a good overview.  Define any unfamiliar terms.

	4. Keep Track of Your Sources
	Keep track of where you get your information from. Delicious.com and citationmachine.net are great sources to help with this.

	5. Focus the Topic
	Consider specific questions within your general subject area which you find interesting.

	6. Write a Statement of Purpose
	Write a sentence which states, in some detail, what you want to learn about in your research project.  The statement guides you as you work so that you will read and take notes only on what's needed for your project.

	7. Brainstorm Questions
	List as many questions as possible that you want to answer about the research topic you have selected.  Which ones have the best research potential? 

	8. Identify Best Sources
	Locate potential sources of information.  Ask your librarian for help.  Once found skim and analyze.

	9. Take Notes
	Take notes to support your questions.  First read and reflect, then write notes in your own words.  Beware of plagiarism!

	10. Draft Thesis Statement
	Make a strong statement you can support with evidence.  It is not a simple statement of fact.

	11. Make an Outline
	Create a roadmap for your final project.

	12. Write Your Paper
	Use your outline and organize your notes to match your outline.

	13. Evaluate Your Work
	Review assignment sheet to make sure you met all requirements.  Do you have enough evidence to support your thesis statement?


